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Since  1929,  total  consumption  of  canned 
vegetables  has  increased  much  more  rapidly  than 
has  the  population.  However,  civilian  consump- 
tion dipped  substantially  during  the  depression 
of  the  early  1930's  and  again  during  the  height 
of  World  War  II  when  military  procurement  cut 
heavily  into  total  supplies  available.  Civilian 
consumption  soared  in  the  pack -years  1945 
and  1946,  as  supplies  once  more  became  plenti- 
iful  after  the  war-time  restrictions  were  lifted. 


Tentative  forecasts  for  pack  year  1951, 
based  largely  on  processors'  planting  intentions 
and  published  military  requirements,  indicate 
civilian  consumption  will  be  sustained  at  a  high 
level.  Military  requirements  will  be  sharply 
increased  over  recent  years  but  of  course  still 
will  be  small  in  relation  to  the  World  War  II  pe- 
riod . 


2 


T3  ~   <n  (/) 


TVS-100  -  3  - 

T  —     —  —  "~     mmm  ™~    ™"    "~     —     —     —     —    mm  "~ 

'THE    ?E  SET  ABLE  SITUATION 
Approved  by  the  Outlook  and  Situation  Board,  May  3,  1951 


5  CONTBI'TTS •  • 

-  Page  Page 

: Summary  ......... .   -    3  'Dry  Edible  Beans  ....  12 

:Prospects  for  Commercial  '   Dry  Field  Peas   13 

S  Processing.   U  Consumption  of 

:  Truck  Crops  for  Fresh  Market  .  g  Tomato  Product  s  ... .  lU 

:Potatoes  .«  iq 

: Sweetpotatoes   11  Appendix  of  Tables  .'.  15 


..."  sum;ary 

Prices  of  most  fresh  and  processed  vegetables  during  the  next  few 
months  are  -expected  to  be  higher  than  the  relatively  low  prices  of  a  year 
earlier,,   -Military  requirements  are  much  larger  than  last  year,  consumer 
demand-  is  stronger  and  supplies  .are.  generally  smaller, 

•   Supplies  of  most  fresh  vegetables  in  prospect,  for  the  next  few 
months  are  moderately  ^mailer  than  a  year  earlier,  largely  because  of 
unfavorable  weather  in  areas  normally  supplying  markets  at  this  time  of 
year.     Supplies  of  new  potatoes,  in  May  and  June  are  expected  to  be  smaller 
this  year  because  of  greatly  reduced  acreage,  but  there  are  surplus  supplie 
of  old  potatoes  still  available0  ;  . 

Currently,  stocks  of  canned  vegetables  are  lower  than  a -year  earlier. 
On  the  other  hand,  stocks  of  frozen,  vegetables  are  a  record  but  are  de- 
clining rapidly. 

.For  all  of  1951,  combined  supplies  of  fresh  and  processed  vegetables, 
potatoes  and  dry  beans  available  to  civilians  are  expected  to  be  adequate 
to  permit  consumption  per  person  to  continue  on  the  high  level  of  recent 
years.  '  Although  "military  requirements  will  be  much  larger  than  in  the 
last  two  or  three  years,  they  will  remain  small  in  relation  to  total 
civilian  demand  and  to  the  military  requirements  during  World  War  II. 

Early  reports  indicate  that  the  acreages  commercial  processors  in- 
tend t-o  plant,  or  have  planted,  are  .generally  in  line  with  the  increases 
suggested  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  guides.  Part 
of  the  increase  is  being  obtained  by  offering  higher  contract  trices 
to  farmers.    Processors'  other  costs  also  will  be  higher* 
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According  tc  farmers -intent-ions  in  early  March,  they  will  plant  about 
15  percent  fewer  acres  to  potatoes  in  1951  than  in  1950,     With  yields 
equal  to  the  last  2  years  oh  the  intended  acreage,  however,  a  surplus  still 
would  be  produced.     The  intended  acrsage  for  sweetpotatoes  is  down  even 
more  — about  one-fourth.    Average  yields  on  this  acreage  would  result  in 
the  smallest'  crop  in  50  years. 

..    The  reductio-ns •  in  prospective  acreages  for  potatoes  and  sweetpotatoes 
represent  adjustments  on  the  part  of  farmers  as  the  result  of  marketing 
difficulties  in  recen.tseasons,  and  favorable  price,  pro  spepts  for  alter- 
native crops  in  some  areas* 

March  intentions  to  plant  pointed  to  the  probability  of  slightly 
increased'adreagps  of  dry  edible  beans  and  dry  field  peas. this  year  over 
last.    If  such  acreages  are  planted,  and  if  yields, are  average  or. better, 
supplies 'of  these  crops  will  continue  adequate  through  the  1951  cr©p: 

marketing  year,  at  higher  prices  than  a  year-" earlier.  '  The 
Department  has  announced  support  prices  for  1951-CI*op.  dry  beans,  reflecting 
an  average  level  of  prices  to  growers,  about  6  percent  higher  in  dollars 
and  cents  than  the  level  of  support  for  the  1950  crop» 

A  set-aside  order  has  been  issued  stating  the  percentages  of  each 
major  canned  vegetable  item  which  processors  must  reserve  for  military 
procurement,.    The  new  packs  are  expected  tc  provide  generally  adequate 
supplies,  and  the ''set-aside  percentages  are  moderate  for  most  items.  The 
set-aside  program  has  been  established  in  considerable  part  for  the 
purpose  of  allocating  military  requirements  as  equitably  as  possible 
among  canners  and  to  facilitate  procurement. 

PROSPECTS  FOR  COMMERCIAL  PROCESSING-  '  . 

Strong  Consumer  Demand 

And  Increased  Military  Requirement s 

Movement  of  commercially  canned  and  frozen  vegetables  into  consumption 
is  expected  to  continue  at  a  high  rate  through  the  1951  '"Pack  year.  Demand 
by  civilian  consumers  will  be  sustained  by  high  income  arising  out  of  the 
steppe d-up  defense  effort.    Military  requirements  for  canned  vegetables 
will  be  much  larger  than  those  of  a  year  earlier,  not  only  because  of 
the  increase  in  the  armed  forces,  but  also  the  initial  need  to  fill  supply 
pipe-lines  and  build  up  reserves.    Military  use  of  frozen  vegetables  is 
greater  per  capita  than  ever  before, 

1 

These  requirements  can  be  met  only  by  increased  production  and  pack, 
These  increases  in  turn,  can  be  had     •  *  ..  only  at  increased  costs  for 
raw  vegetables  and  other  materials  and  labor.    Both  production  costs  and 
retail  prices  of  1951  packs  of  commercially  canned  and  frozen  vegetables 
are  expected  to  average  substantially  higher  than  those  of  a  year  earlier, 
when  prices  of  vegetables  in  general  were  considerably  below 'the  minimum 
levels  at  which  ceilings  could  be  applied. 
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Lower  Carry~ovcr  Stocks 
Of  Canned  Vegetables 

The  carry-over  of  canned  vegetables  at  the  "beginning  of  the  1951  pack 
year  is  expected  to  he  substantially  lower  than  a  year  earlier,  both  for 
the  major  items  and  the  total*    Total  stocks  in  the  hands  of  canncrs  and 
wholesale  distributors  are  considerably  lower  than  last  year  according  to 
the  latest  data  available.)    This  also  is  true  for  3         of  5  of  the  leading 
items,  -  corn,  tomatoes,  and  tomato  juice  -  and  for  the  following  less 
important  items  -  carrots,,  pumpkin  and  squash,  tomato  catsup  and  chili 
sauce,  tomato  paste,  tomato  pulp  and  puree,  and  tomato  sauce6  However, 
most  of  the  reduction  is  in  the  stock  of  canners  who  had  smaller  holdings 
of  nearly  every  items*     Stocks  of  almost  every  commodity  in  the  hands  of 
wholesale  distributors  were  larger  than  a  year  earlier,,    This  situation, 
of  course,  reflects  the  current  general  optimism  and  forward-buying 
activity  of  the  trade. 


Frozen  Vegetable  Stocks  Record-large 
But  Declining  Rapidly 

Stocks  of  frozen  vegetables  in  commercial  storage  at  the  end  of  March 
were  a  record  for  that  date,  as  has  been  the  case  on  each  reporting  date 
since  the  end  of  last  August0    High  point  in  total  frozen  vegetable  holdings 
was  at  the  end  of  October,  I950o    Net  holdings  declined  very  little  during 
November  and  December,  but  have  since  declined  much  more  rapidly  than  usual. 

Holdings  by  individual  items  at  the  end  of  March  this  year  show 
frozen  green  peas  first  and. lima  beans  second  as  usual.    However,  holdings 
of  frozen  green  peas  are  less  than  1  percent  larger  than  the  19U6-50  average 
for  that  date,  while  current  holdings  of  frozen  limas  are  more  than  80  per- 
cent larger  than  average.    Frozen  snap  bean  and  frozen  broccoli  holdings 
which  formerly  ranked  fifth  and  sixth  on  the  average,  are  in  third  and 
fourth  Place  now.    But,  frozen  sweet  corn  and  frozen  spinach  nave  dropped 
from  third  and  fourth  place  on  the  average  to  fifth  and  sixth  place0 
Holdings  were  below  average  for  the  date  only  for  frozen  asparagus,  pump- 
kin and  sq.ua sh,  and  spinach* 

With  the  strong  civilian  and  military  demands  anticipated,  it  is 
likely  that  the  current  prices  for  frozen  vegetables  will  be  well 
sustained  through  1951,  that  consumption  will  cent  van**  a  high 
and  that  storage  stocks  will  continue  to  move  out  rapidly  in  May  and  June. 

Plans  for  Increased  Production 
And  Commercial  Packs 

The  Department  of  Agricultures  acreage  guides  issuad in  ^ 
Fehruary  took  into  account  the  prospect  of  increased  »  » 

and  strong  consul  demand  for  canned  and ^^^^g^S* 
national  acreages  of  9  rajor  trucK  crops  itu  n»roent  more, 

from  slightly  less  than  that  harvested  last  year  to  «M?  ^[acreages 
depending  upon  the  situation  '^J^^J^'E^ELt  yoarl 
for  each  crop  were  less  than  peaic  acreages  iuh. 
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The  combined  acreage  suggested  totaled  22  percent  more  than  acreage -har- 
vest :d  in  1950,  not  quite  equal  to  the  19UU-US  average  acreage,  and  about 
7  percent  "below  -peak  acreage  for  these  9  crops  in  19^6C 

Acreage  suggestions  for  each  crop  were  developed  from  estimates  of 
needed  production  and  most  probable  yields;,    Aggregate  production  con- 
templated as  advisable  was  about  17  percent  more  than  production  in 
1950,  and  9  percent  above  the  average  for  19^1-Ug.    This  would. come  within 
2  percent  of  the  record  output  of  these  crops  in  19U6« 

Early  reports  from  commercial  canncrs  and  freezers  indicate  that 
processors*  plans  for  acreage  and  pack  in  general  approximate  the  scale 
suggested  by  the  Guideso 

Pro spects  for  Ma.i 0 r  Items 

Total  stocks  of  canned  green  peas  held  April  1  by  canners  and  whole- 
sale distributors  were  ab-ut  10  percent  larger  than  those  of  a  year 
carlier0    The  rapid  out-movement  in  recent  months  indicate  that  stocks 
may  soon  be  below  those  of  a  year  carlier0     Cold-storage  holdings  of 
frozen -green  peas  at  the  end  of  March  were  slightly  larger  than  a  year 
earlier^  but  only  about  as  large  as  average  for  that  date  during  19^-6-50* 
The  Department's  production  guides  suggested  an  increase  of  about 
12  percent  in  harvested  acreage  of  green  peas  for  processing  in  1951* 
As  of  early  March,  reports  from  commercial  processors  indicated  they 
intended  to  increase  their  acreage  of  green  peas  about  11  percent  over 
last  year 6    Acreage  planted  for  freezing  is  expected  to  be  about  one- 
fourth  of  the  total  acreage  for  processing,  and  to  be  increased  by  a 
larger  percentage  than  the  canning  acreage0 

Combined  canner  and  distributor  stocks  of  canned  corn  on  April  1 
this  year  were  not  quite  two-thirds  as  large  as  those  of  a  year  earlier 0 
Drastically  lower  stocks  in  the  hands  of  can  ers  more  than  offset  the 
substantially  larger  stocks  in  distributors*  hands,     Stocks  of  frozen 
sweet  ccrn  in  storage  the  last  of  March  this  year  were  slightly  smaller 
than  those  of  a  year  earlier  but  moderately  larger  than  the  19^o~50  average 
holdings?    Early  reports  from  processors  indicate  their  intentions  to 
plant  about  35  percent  more  acreage  than  last  year,  which  is  not  far 
from  the  40  percent  increase  suggested  in  the  Departments  Guides* 

Total  stocks  of  canned  tomatoes  this  April  1  were  only  a  little 
more  than  half  as  large  as  a  year  earlier.    However,  practically  all  of 
the  reduction  occurred  in  stocks  held  by  canners,  as  stocks  in  the  hands 
of  wholesale  distributors  were  only  slightly  smaller  than  a  year  earlier  0 
A  similar  situation  exists  for  canned  tomato  juice  and  for  the  various 
tomato  products,  catsup,  chili  sauce,  pastes  pulp  and  puree,  and  sauce; 
cancers  stocks  of  these  items  are  below  those  of  a  year  ago5  while 
distributor  stocks  are  larger,  with  combined  stocks  below  a  year  ago 
by  from  one-tenth  to  one-fourth,,    Of  the  several  canned  tomato  products, 
catsup  and  chili  sauce,  and  tomato  juice  are  lowest  relative  to  a  year 
earlier,  both  in  ivrccntage  and  in  number  of  cases.    The  national  Guides 
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suggested  an  acreage  of  tomatoes  for  processing  this  year  about  one-third 
.larger  than  last  year,  hut  moderately  below  average.    Early  reports 
from  commercial  canners  indicate  their  intentions  to  plant  or  contract 
for  planting  about  ~$2  percent  more  acres  than  last  year. 

There  have  been  significant  trends  within  the  last  2  decades  in  the 
kinds' of  products  packed  from  processed  tomatoes,  as  shewn  by  the  cover 
charto    Utilization  of  the  crop  for  canned  tomatoes  has  decline!  while 
that  for  paste  and.  sauce,  and  tomato  juice,  has  increased  very  rapidly, 
both  in  absolute  terms  and  as  a  percentage  of  the  crop  grown  for  processing 

Stocks  of  canned  snap  beans  on  April  1  this  year  were  nearly  one- 
fourth  larger  than  a  year  earlier.    Snap  beans  were  the  only  one  of  the 
5  leading  canned  vegetable  items,  which  canners  held  in  larger  amount 
this  April  1  than  a  year  earlier. 

Stocks  of  frozen  snap  beans  in  storage  at  the  end  of  March  were  a 
record  for  the  date,  although  the  net  out-movement  has  been  more,  rapid 
than  usual  since  last  September  when  holdings  reached  a  peak.     If  the 
rate  of  out-movement  of  the  first  quarter  of  this  year  is  maintained 
through  mid-summer,  frozen  snap  bean  stocks  will  drop  to  last  year's 
levels  or  below* 

Interpretation  of  reports  from  processors  in  ea rly  ±P*U  J**1  * 
they  intended  to  plant  and  contract  for  planting  about  11  percent  mere 
acres  to  snap  beans  this  year  than  last.    There  are  unujua  11  y  wide 
variations  in  plans  by  States,  ranging  from  a  prospective  decrease  of 
60  percent  for  the  relatively  small  acreage,  in  Georgia  to  a  i+y  P^ccnt 
increase  in  Florida.    The  indicated  national  acreage  is  in  substantial 
agreem  nt  with  the  Guide  suggestion  of  a  10  percent  increase  Assuming 
average  abandonment  of  about  5  percent  on  such  an  acre ag a,   and  y  i e  d^ 
equal  to  the  10-year  average,  the  crop  would  be  about  one  -®ve™  * 
than  the  1950  croP.    However,  if  yields  In  1950. 

the  3  years  19^-50,  production  would  be  slightly  larger  than  m  m 

s-o-ailable  for  nickles,  it  is 
Although  there  are  nc  cucuSbeTTf or  processing 

believed  that  stocks  are  very  low.    The  crop  oi  cu  ffiillion  cases, 

last  year  was  only  large  enough  to  account  fo about  ^ 
in  contrast  to  more  than  19  million  l?p*^  P"c^^ly  Unfavorable 
of  the  reduction  in  the  crop  was  the  S^J^S^o  that  of  1950 

weather,  the  Department  suggested  ^\  ^T^J^T  „ickle  packers 
should  be  adequate  with  more  normal  yields,    gently  p  P» 
plan  to  go  far  beyond  the  suggested  acreage      Their  * 

than  the  previous  record  in  19tb. 

oro  adeauate.  since  the  crop  for 
Stocks  of  sauerkraut,  prohahly  are  ade u~  , 
processing  UmHSTST^  second  h4»Nt  of  ™«  •  d  thls 

record  cahhage  yields  of  last  year  are  no t  ln  1951.  It 

r-~g  a  siieht  reluctior- 
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F.epcrts  from  kraut  packers  in  early  April  indicate  a  5  "oercent  decrease 
in  the  acreage  they  intended  to  plant  or  contract;  for  planting,  However, 
packers  usually  buy  about  half  their  total  supplies  of  cabbage  on  the 
open  market  and  intentions  with  respect  to  open  market  supplies  are  not 
yet  avail able0 

.Total  current  stocks  of  canned  freets  are  nearly  Uo  percent  larger 
than  a  year  earlier,  and  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  total  stocks  were  in 
•the  hands  of  the  canners©     It  a-o-oea'rs  from  beet  ■canners'  intentions  in 
early  April  that  acreage  planted  for  earning  this  year  may  be  about  the 
same  as  last  year  as  suggested  by  the  Department's  Guides*     Such  an 
acreage,  with  average  abandonment  and  yields  equal  to  the  19*+6-50  average^ 
would  give. a  crop  about  cne-tenth  smaller  than  in  lc;^0o 

Total  stocks  of  canned  sainach  held  by  canners  and  wholesale 
distributors  are  believed  tc  be  a  little  larger  than  those  of  a  year- 
earlier,  with  most  of  the  stocks  in  the  hands  of  wholesale  distributors* 
The  very  large  crop  of  spinach  for  Processing  this  year  in  the  winter' 
harvest  areas  of  California  and  Texas  indicate  that  the  1951  total  pack 
of  spinach  may  be  . substantial ly  larger  than  in  19^0©    The  crop  in  the 
winter-harvest  preas  was  ^3  P  rcent  larger  than  a  year  earlier  and 
^5  percent  larger  than  the  10-year  average. 

Canned  Vegetable  Set-aside 

•   A  set-aside  order  (Defense  Food  Order  ITo©  2,  Suborder  l)  dealing 
with  .military  supplies  of  canned  vegetables'  was  issue'd  April  13«  ^he 
order  defines  the  processor's  base  e>ack,  established  the  percentage 
for  each  of  the  11  items  to  be  set  aside  for  each  req  dred  item..,  and 
states  the  rate  at  which  the  required  sot-aside  must  be  ac cumulated 
with  reference  to  the  progress  of  the  packing  operations.    The  percentage 
of  his  base  ->ack  vhich  each  canner  must  set— aside  varies  from  12  percent 
fo^r  as-oar-agus  to  27  percent  for  carrot s0 

The  nev;  -oacks  are  exnectdd  to  nrovide  generally  adequate  supplies; 
the  set-aside  nrogr  m  has  been  established  in  considerable  part  for  the 
purpose  of  allocating  military  renuirements  as  equitably  as  possible 
among  canners  and  to  facilitate  procurement * 

TRUCK  CROPS  FOR  FRZSH  MAPX3T 

Smaller  Sup-nlies 

Thi  s  Spr  ing  Than  Last 

Secause  of  both  reductions  in  acreage  and  in  yield  of  many  fresh 
market  truck  crops  grown  for  spring  harvest,  prospective  supplies  are 
smaller  than  last  spring.  Early  reports  covering  crops  which  last  year 
accounted  for  60  percent  of  the  spring  total  indicate  that  production 
this  spring  will  be  12  percent  less  than  that  of  a  year  earlier, 
although  6  percent  above  the  10-year  average.  Sharpest  reductions  in 
.tonnage  are  indicated  for  early  spring  cabbage,  early  spring  onions. 
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carrots  and  celery 0    The  only  spring  crops  reported  to  be  larger  this 
spring  than  last  are  lettuce,  cucumbers,  and  spinach*    Howevor,  supplies 
of  spring  cantaloups  and  late  spring  onions  also  are  likely  to  he  larger 
than  a  year  earlier,,    Acreage  increases  of  12  percent  for  cantaloups 
and  35. percent  for  late  spring  onions  are  indicated,    Acreage  and 
production  prospects  by  crops  are  stated  in  the  tables  attached  to  this 
reportc  •' 

Prices  For  Most  Truck  Crops  This  Spring 
Above  A  Year  Earlier 

Prices  for  most  fresh  market  truck  crops  this  spring  are  expected 
to  average  at  least  moderately  higher  than  a  year  earlier,  both  because 
of  smaller  supplies  and  because  of  the  stronger  consumer  demand  antici- 
patedo    Truck  crop  prices  will  decline  seasonally  this  spring  but  will 
continue  on  a  higher  level  than  last  yearB  ' 

Summer  and  Fall  Prospects 

The  general  level  of  truck  crop  prices  this  summer  also  is  likely  to 
be  higher  than  a  year  earlier,  unless  production  is  substantially  higher 
than  last©    Prospective  acreages  of  summer  cabbage  and  watermelons  are 
down  slightly  from  last  year  while  the  onion  acreage  is  up  slightly. 
These  are  the  only  summer  crops  for  which  estimates  are"  available* 

Reports  from  growers,  in  early  April  indicated  they  intended  to  plant 
5  percent  less  acreage  of  early  fell  Domestic  cabbage  and  8  percent  less 
early  fall  Danish  cabbage^    A  substantial  part  of  the  early  fall  Domestic 
cab  "cage  is  used  for  kraut  • 

Record-High  Prices  in  Winter  Season 
Just  Completed 

Unfavorable  weather,  both  at  planting  time  and  during  the  growing 
season$  was  primarily  responsible  for  the  reductions  in  acreage  and 
yield  of  commercial  truck  crops  grown  for  fresh  market  in:  tho  winter 
season  (January.   February  and  March)  just  closedo    Aggregate  winter~ 
crop  acreage  was  nearly  up  to  average  but  was  11  percent  "below  that  of 
1950o    Total  production  was  l6  percent  below  the  winter  of  1950,  though 
7  percent  above  the  10-year  average0    Because  of  the  combination  of 
sharply  lower  production  and  very  strong  demand,  prices  received  by 
farmers  for  fresh  market  truck  crops  in  general,  and  for  several  crops 
in  particular,  set  new  record-highs  for  the  winter  season.     Imports  of 
tomatoes  were  larger  and  of  cabbage  were  much  larger  this  winter  than 
last,  in  response  to  the  higher  prices* 
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POTATOES 

Sub st ant ial  Acreage  Cut 
May  Not  3e  Enough 

•;       Yith  no  price-support  for  potatoes  this  year,  farmers  are  cutting 
"back  their  acreage  substant ially«    Reports  from  farmers  early  in  March 
indicated  their  intentions  to  plant.  a"bout  15  percent  fewer  acres  in 
potatoes  than  last  yeara    The  indicated  reduction  is  about  the  same  in 
each  of  the  major  areas0    However,  even  with  such  a  reduction,  a  surplus 
could  "be  produced.    If  the  intended  acreage  is  planted,  and  if  yields  "by 
States  should  equal  the  19^9-50  average^  the  crop  would  approximate 
350  million  bushel  sc     Such  a  crop  would  still  he  somewhat  more  than  the 
quantity  from  the  1950  crop  which  was  handled  outside  the  support  pro~ 
gram©    The  1950  crop  was  ^-39°  5  million  "bushels,  out  of  which  Government 
purchases  have  taken0  or  are  expected  to  take,,  about  100  million  bushel  So 

Although  a  crop  of  350  million  bushels  would  provide  some  surplus© 
it  probably  could  be  sold  for  substantially  higher  prices  to  farmers 
than  the  1Q50  cropo 

Large  Stocks  of  1950-Crop 
Potatoes  Remain  on  Mar ch  1 

Stocks  of  merchantable  potatoes  held  by  growers  and  local  dealers 
in  or  near  areas  where  produced  on  March  1  this  year  were  about  87© 6  mil- 
lion bushels,  only  3  percent  smaller  than  the  record  March  1,  1950 
holdings  of  90«6  million  bushels.    Although  the  Government  price  support 
program  had  withdrawn  88  million  bushels,  excluding  culls9  from  the 
total  1950  crop  by  May  13  further  surplus  purchases  appeared  probable0 

Prices  received  by  farmers  for  1950  crop  potatoes  in  the  Late 
States  during  the  first  k  months  of  1§51  averaged  between  88  and  98  cents 
per  bushel 9    The  prices  may  rise  a  little  through  May  and  June.-,  Market- 
ing of  the  old  crop  usually  is  about  completed  by  the  end  of  May0 

Higher  Prices  for  Shorter 
Crop  of  New  Potatoes 

.    Prices  received  by  farmers  for  potatoes  in  the  Early  States  on 
April  159  1951  averaged  $1C91  ver  bushel,  substantially  higher  than  the 
$1,62  received  a  year  earlier.    The  increased  price,  of  course3  is 
primarily  the  consequence  of  the  smaller  supplies  available  this  y'ear<> 

Production  of  early  commercial  potatoes  in  winter  and  early  spring 
harvest  areas  this  year  totaled  about  5C5  million  bushels  compared  with 
nearly  6  million  a  year  earliera    However,  more  early  commercial 
potatoes  come  from  areas  harvesting  in  late  spring  than  from  any  other 
areas,  and  are  marketed  most  heavily  in  late  May  and  early  June.  Acreage 
for  harvest  in. these  areas  is  indicated  to  be  more  than  one-fourth 
smaller  than  a  year  earlier,  with  heaviest  reductions  in  California  and 
North  Carolina. 
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Because  of  the  prospect  for  sharply  lower  supplies  for  Hay  and 
June  than  a  year  earlier9  prices  received  for  new  potatoes  are  expected 
to  he  substantially  higher  than  a  year  earlier  and  to  fall  loss  rapidly 
than  usual  for  this  season  of  the  year. 

Marketing  Agreements  to  Aid 
In  Orderly  Marketing  " 

Gro\\rers  in  areas  where  marketing  agreements  and  orders  are  in  effect 
will  he  able  to  exercise  some  control  over  the  grades  and  sizes  of- 
potatoes  marketed.    Most  of  the  major  Surplus  Late  potato  producing 
States  are  included  in  areas  covered  hy  marketing  agreements,  except 
for  ITcw  York  State  ("both  Upstate  and  Long  Island),  Pennsylvania,,  and 
Western  Nebraska,     The  marketing  agreement  Committees,  which  recommend 
the  regulations  that  give  effect  to  the  marketing  agreements,  have 
calready  indicated  the  plan  active  operations  on  the  1951  cron  in  all 
the  above  areas  covered,  except  in  Maine  and  ITorth  Central  States©  In 
the  latter  2  areas,  the  Committees  remain  undecided  as  to  the  1951_crop 
plans*    All  of  the  potato  marketing  agreements  and  orders  in  effect 
authorize  grade,  size  and  quality  regulritionso    Hence,  the  only,  volume 
control  will  be  the  result  of  withholding  from  the  commercial  markets 
some  of  the  poorer  quality  and  less  desirable  sizes  of  potatoes* 

SWEETPOTATOES 

Prospective  Acreage 
Cut  Sharply 

Interpretation  of  farmers1  reports  early  in  March  indicated  their 
intention  to  plant  only  about  W+,000  acres  this  year«     This  would  be 
almost  one-fourth  smaller  than  last  year's  acreage,  one-third  smaller 
than  the  10-year  average,  and  the  smallest  in  at  least  70  years,,  If 
the  intended  acreage  is  planted,  and  if  yields  Bqual  the  19^5-^9  average, 
the  crop  would  be  about  kj,  million  bushels,  only  about  half  as  large  as 
the  record  19  32  crop,  more  than  a  fourth  smaller  than  the  1950  crop,  and 
the  smallest  crop  in  the  last  50  yearso 

Higher  Prices  Seem  Certain 
For  1951  Crop 

If  acreage  planted  as  about  as  indicated  in  the  March  intentions 
report,  it  seems  certain  that  the  1951  crop  will  be  enough  smaller 
than  the  1950  crop  to  bring  farmers  substantially  higher  prices*  he 
heaviest  reductions  in  acreage  are  indicated  in  Louisiana  and. the  other 
States' which  produce  most  of  the  sweetpotatoes  for  the  commercial 
market.    This  implies  relatively  few  sweetpotatoes  for  market, 

Some  Reasons  for  Reductions 

The  March  report  of  farmers'  planting  intentions  suggests  several 
reasons  for  the  big  reduction  in  prospective  sweetpotato  acreage  this 
year.    Hand  labor  requirements  are  very  heavy  in  producing  and  harvesting 
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swectpotatoes,  and  the  farm  labor  supply  is  expected  to  "be  smaller  than 
in  recent  yearsc     Some  sweetpotato  acreage  may  he  diverted  to  cotton  for 
which  there  are  no    allotments  this  year,  and  to  tobacco*  Sweetpotato 
prices,  have  "been  low  in  relation  to  cotton  lint,  cottonseed  and  tobacco 
prices.     Some  growers  had  disappointing  experience  with  prices  last 
spring*    An  outbreak  of  sweetpotato  weevils  lias  resulted  in  a  quarantine 
of  considerable  acreage  in  East  Texas0 

Strong  Finish  Expected 

In  Marketing  of  1950  Crop 

Because  of  freezing  damage  which  reduced  stocks,  -nrices  received  by 
farmers  for-  1950  crop  swaetpotatbes  yet  to  be  marketed  are  expected  to 
rise  somewhat  more  than  seasonally,  and  are  expected  to  catch  up  to 
last  year's  prices  by  the  end  of  the  marketing  season^ 

DRY  EDIBLE  BEANS 

51 igfat  Increase  in  Acreage  Intended 

A  planted  acreage  of  dry  edible. beans  2  percent  larger    than  either  the 
1950  acreage  or  the  1951  guide  acreage  was  indicated  by  farmers'  planting 
intentions  as  reported  about  March  10    Intended  acreage  by  States, 
however,   indicates  the  possibility  of  somewhat  more  acreage  than  was 
suggested  as  desirable  in  Baby  Lima  and  Pinto  beans,  and  somewhat 
smaller  acreage  in  ITavy  or  Pea  beans» 

If  plantings  materialize  in  line  with  the  Intontions-to-Plant 
Report,  and  the  growing  season  is  about  average,  the  new  crop  plus  stocks 
on  hand  should  be  ample  to  meet  the  strong  demands  anticipated^  In 
such  an  event,  prides  received  by  farmers  for  the  1951  crop  probably 
would  compare  favorably  on  most  classes  with  those  received  for  any  of 
the  3  preceding  crops0 

Current  Supplies  G-one rally  Adequate 

Total  stocks  of  dry  beans  are  believed  to  be  fully  adequate,, 
though  supplies  by  types  and  classes  are  somewhat  uneven  in  relation 
to  demand,    A  report  on  May  1  stocks  of  dry  beans  and  peas  is  scheduled 
for  release  May  25,    F.CuB*  prices  in  March  rose  sharply  for  Standard. 
Lima  beans,  rose  slightly  for  Great  Northern  beans,  declined  slightly 
for  Pintos,  and  remained  about  unchanged  for  Pea  beans  and  Baby  Limasa 

Although  it  is  expected  that  takings  of  beans  for  our  military 
forces  will  be  up  sharply  from  the  very. low  takings  of  1950?  the 
quantity,  still  will  be  small  in  relation  to  the  large  military  and 
lend—  lease  requirements  of  World  War  II0 
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DRY  FISLD  PSAS 

Snail  Acreage  in  Prospect 
Hear  1950  Acreage 

As  of  early  March  this  year,  farmers  intended  to  plant  only 
2hl+t000  acres  of  dry  peas,  which  would  he  the  smallest  acreage  in 
12  years  except  for  the  2ho,000  acr  s  planted  last  year.     Such  an 
acreage  would  he  equal  to  only  ahout  half  the  19^0-H9  average  and 
30  percent  of  the  peak  of  825,000  acres  in  I9U3.     If  acreage  planted 
turns  out  to  he  as  indicated  by  farmers'  March  intentions,  and  if 
yields  hy  States  are  equal  to  the  19^5—^9  average,  the  crop  would  he 
8  percent  smaller  than  the  1950  crop  and  the  smallest  since  19^0. 

Higher  Pri ces  Expected  For 

Smaller  Suppl i e s  in  Pro spect 

Prices  received  hy  farmers  for   vry  field  t>eas  in  recent  months 
have  heen  considerably  higher  than  a  year  earlier,  under  the  stimulus 
of  the  general  increase  in  demand  for  food  and  the  relatively  small 
suprlics  on  hand.    Demand  for  dry  peas  for  our  military  forces  and  for 
relief  feeding  may  expand  somewhat  in  the  next  year  or  so  hut  is  not 
expected  to  approach  the  tremendous  scale  of  World  War  II  and  shortly 
thereafter.    Domestic  civilian  consumption  of  dry  peas  during  1951  is 
expected  to  continue  at  about  the  same  rate  as  in  recent  years,  or 
0.6  to  0«7  pounds  x>er  capita.     If  the  1951  crop  then  proves  to  he 
slightly  smaller  than  the  1°50  crop,  prices  which  growers  will  receive 
for  the  1951. crop  may  average  somewhat  higher  than  those  received  in 
the  last  2  or  3  years  nrecedinge    There  is  no  price  support  program 
for  dry  peas. 
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Consumption  of  processed  tomatoes 
PROCESSED  WEIGH?  BA8I3 


Pack  J 

Canned 
tomatoes 

Tomato  products 

;-ear  1 

Juice 

I      Catsup  and                Pulp  : 
:      chili  sauce      :      and  ouree  : 

Paste 
and  sauce 

Total 

1 

I 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds  Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

1929  ... 

1930  ... 

1931  .•• 

1932  ... 
1933 ... 
193U  ••• 

1935  ... 

1936  ... 

1937  ... 
193s  ... 
1939  ... 
ism  ... 
19^1  ... 
191+2  . . . 

19^3  ... 
19W+  ... 
19U5  ... 
19U6  ... 
19^7  ... 
19U3  ... 
19^9  ... 
1950  2/ 


6.73 
6.37 
1+.86 
5.^9 
5.3S 
5.1+6 
5.96 
5.3S 
5.88 
5.76 
5.73 
5.99 
5.77 
6.6U 
5.08 
3.^9 
3.19 
3.90 
^.71 
H.50 
U.39 
U.50 


0.05 
•  36 
1.02 

1.19 
.96 
1.27 

2!^ 
3.02 
2.56 
2.76 
3.27 
Cl7 
U.67 
3.36 
3.65 
6.33 
U.65 

1+.28 

M3 
^.57 
1+.52 


l.«9 
1.75 
1.60 
1.51 

1.  <3 
1.99 
1.62 

1.57 
1.78 
1.83 
2,1+8 

2.56 
2.41 

2.  U0 
1.67 
1.90 
2.51 
2.82 

2.91 
2.32 
2.32 
2.U7 


0.89 
1.05 
.1+2 

.65 
.76 

.87 
.80 
.58 
.68 
.66 
.58 
.97 
I.29 
1.81 
2.01 
2.26 
.91+ 
.76 
,68 

.67 


0.U0 

.28 
.20 

:P 

.68 
.68 
.80 
.82 
1.03 
1.31 
1.79 
2.30 
2.55 
3.27 
2.21 

1.85 
1.98 
2.06 


9.96 
9.81 
8.10 
9.04 
8.85 

10.80 
11.19 
12.16 
11.  Ul 
12.1+5 
13.30 
13.96 
15.99 
13.19 
13.15 
16.61 
16.90 
15.05 
13.75 
13-91* 
14.22 
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12.73 

.07 

5.01 

I.65 
1.94 

1.35 

20.81 

1930   « 

12.05 

.52 

U.6U 

.89 

20. OU 

9.20 

1.1+6 

U.21+ 

.78 

.60 

16.28 

1932  J 

10.39 

1.71 

4.00 

.93 

'  .75 

17.33 

1933  1 

10.18 

1.38 

3.79 

1.20 

•  91 

17.^6 

1934  » 

10.33 

1.82 

4.21 

1.39 

1.26 

19.01 

1935  1 

11.28 

2.86 

U.29 

1.41 

1.50 

21. 3U 

10.18 

U.22 

'  M..16 

1.61 

1.61 

21.78 

11.12 

4.34 

4.72 

1.^3 

2.75 

2U.U1 

10.90 

3.  68 

1.07 

2.69 

23.19 

1939  1 

10. 34 

3.96 

6.57 

1.26 

3.0U 

25.67 

19U0   ! 

11.33 

U.70 

6.78 

1.22 

3.U 

27.1^ 

10.92 

5.99 

6.39 

1.07 

3.98 

28.35 

12.56 

6.71 

6.36 

1.80 

5.00 

32.43 

19^3  1 

9.6l 

4.  32 

U..U-3 

2.39 

27. 6U 

6.60 

5.24 

5.04 

3.35 

ail! 

28.  U7 

19^5  « 

6.04 

9.09 

6.65 

3.72 

8.03 

33.53 

19^6  ,  .,: 

7.3S 

6.68 

7.U7 

4.18 

9.^ 

35.25 

19U7  i 

3.91 

6.15 

7.71 

1.7U 

8.56 

33-07 

8.51 

6.22 

6.15 

l.Ul 

6.71 

29.00 

19U9   j 

8.31 

6.56 

6.15 

1.26 

6.73 

29.01 

1950  ]J  ..1 

8.51 

6.U9 

6.55 

1.24 

6.87 

29.66 

psrce:itage  OF  TOTAL  PROCESSED,  FRESH  EffllVALEIjT  basis 


1929  ... 

1930  ... 

1931  ... 

1932  ... 

1933 ... 

1934  ... 

1935  ... 

1936  ... 

1937  ... 

1938  ... 

1939  ... 
19U0  ... 
19^1  ... 
191+2  ... 

19M  ... 

191+u  ... 

19^5  ... 
191+6  ... 
1947  ... 

19^8  ... 

1949  ... 

1950  y 


Percent 


Percent 


Percent 


Percent 


Percent 


TJ     Civilian  r^r  ciplta  beginning  l?4l. 

2/  Includes  veget  ble  Juice  containing  at  least  70  percent  tomato  Juice. 
tJ  Pr»limlnary. 
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0.3 

2U.1 
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100.0 

56.5 
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26.0 

2:5 

a 

100.0 

58.3 
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22.U 
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6.9 

100.0 
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100.0 
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100.0 

1+6.7 

19. ^ 
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li 
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100.0 
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11.3 

100.0 

1+7.0 
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100.0 
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M 
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100.0 

>U.7 
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100.0 
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1U.0 

100.0 
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20.7 
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100.0 
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16.0 
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100.0 
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100.0 
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100.0 
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100.0 
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100.0 
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a. 5 

a. 2 
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100.0 

28.7 

22.6 

a. 2 

M 
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100.0 
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T-ble  2„~    Canned  vegetable  set-aside,  1951  pack 


On  th  '*n  n  ^  i  tv 

!  Set— aside 

.  against  1951  "Dack 

* *         Gonuno  dity  , 

OS  0 

oet-aside 
against  1951  Pack 

Percent 

«  •  I 
♦  '  i 

Percent 

As-oaragus  <.....><...'. 

i                     12  • 

»  «  • 

: SPeas,  green  ....one? 

15 

:  •  25 

j  .Pumpkin  0 . , . .  e . .  <.t«  e  * 

17 

Beans,  green  and    '  < 

l ; Sweetpc tat ce s  ..«,.<>; 

22 

14 

SiTomatoes  o  e  »•>.••  e  S 

20 

27 

IsTomatc  catsup  . , .  5  8  S 

16 

Corn,  sweet  •••»*«<>o< 

.  .15 

5 '.Tomato  paste  eOJ.0008 

t  I  • 

•  •  * 

  .  17 

aside  for  defense  use  announced  by  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  April  13?.  1,951  .(Press 
Release  944~51-2), 


Table    3.-    Vegetables,  frozen;    United  States  packs  I9U9  and  1950, 
and  cold-storage  holdings,  March  31,  1951  with  comparisons 


Commo dity 


A 


sparagus 
ean 
Bean 


Packs 


Cold-storage  holdings 


19U9 


1950 


Average 
19U6-50 


March  31,  I 
1950 


1,QC0. 
7vcunds 


1,000 
-pounds 


1,000 


Beans,  lima 


•      •  -  » 


,  snap   i 

Broccoli  „  o . .  c . . ; 

Brussels  sprouts  . . 

Carrot  s  .  s ..  ........ .0  1 

Caul  if lower  ...„.,.,.«.«,.... 

Corn,  cut   ; 

Corn,  on  cob   : 

Peas  ,  

Peas  and  carrots  : 

Pumpkin  and  squash  : 

Rhubarb  ...... ....... ; ; 

Succotash  : 

Spinach  ,  . .  t  „...,.,..! 

Other  vegetables  ....... ..1 


■  18,422 
87,949 
5S,523 
^5,2.33 

23,-55 
12,751 
21,655 
37,076 

17?563.. 
113,273 
8,097 
8,337 
•4,212 

■  ;8529i 

•  62,307- 
36,355 


22,309 
.  85,938 

65,529 
Hi : 022 

22,1+39 

13;  333 

12,339 

32,992' 
10t0b9 

152,275 

11 9 335 
8,325 

;  :65i64 

•  ;6.659 

52sso6 

'  ^3,500 


-pounds 

6,373 
.  26,0.49. 
15,489 
14,165 
5,945 

U 
7,151 

)  20,873 

57,942 
1/ 

..6,078 

•17,016 
;U2,152 


1,000. 

•pounds 

3,338 

.44^187 
23,864 

20,518 

9,432 

.  1/ 

10,492 

24,798 
54,386 

69llf . 

:  g 

20 , 559 

52,2U2 


March  31, 

-12.5L 


1,000 
-pounds 

■ — 0] 

5  ;  251 
..47.029 

28 , 087 

26,727. 

12,855 

1/ 

•  8,558' 

23,93^ 

58, 287i 

•  5,23^ 

1 

13,935 
63,252 


Total 


563,499        -587,101        219,233    "    -269  ,  980         2  9  3,151' 


y     Included  in  ''other  vegetables* 11  :  1  ''  " 

Pack  data  from  National  Association  of  Frozen  Food  Packers;  cold-storage  holdings 
from  Cold  Storage  Reports,  Production  and  Marketing  Administration,.  Qj 


-n  - 

Table  4  .-    Truck  crops  for  fresh  market:    Acreage  and  production,  average  19ho-l*9, 
annual  1950  and  indicated  1951  ' 


Acreage             •  : 

Pro 

duction  (equivalent  tons)  1/ 

and  crop 

t 

Average  t 

19I+O-IJ9  ; 

2/  ; 

:     .    Indicated  1951  : 

Average 

19to4(9  ! 

y  ; 

Indicated  1551 

t 

1950 

:                 Jpercent : Percent : 
:    Aeree      »    of      *    of  : 
:                 (average:  1950  : 

.  1950  ; 

:Percent :Percent 
Tons      :    of      :  of 
:  average:  1950 

: 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres       Percent  Percent 

Tone 

Tons 

Tons       Percent  Percent 

1 

277,280 

307,250       27^,800          99  89 

1,295.100 

1,639,200 

1,382,300       107  SU 

8pring:  1 

Asparagus  1*/  : 

Lima,  beans   »• ..: 

Snap  beans  6/  ......  I 

Beets  

Cabbage       ....... ..: 

Cantaloups  ......... I 

Carrots  S 
Cauliflower 

Celery   ...1 

Cucumbers  Jj  ....... t 

Eggplant   i 

Honey  Balls  8/ 

Hone/  Dewa  8/  '  : 

Lettuce  Jj   .   S 

Onions  J...  I 

Green  peas  jj 

Green  peppers  ....... 

Shallots  ........ ...t 

Spinach  J 

Tomatoes  Jj  t 

Wat  ermelons  : 

l 

Total  spring  to       '  : 
date  2il  1 
Acreage  and  production] 
: 

Acreage  : 

: 


TOTAL  SPRING  j/  kj 


Early  summer! 
Cabbage  . 
Onions  ..... 


: 

..1 
: 
: 

! 

..: 
. . : 


129,590 
7.2&0 
1*9,100 
1,1*10 

31,21*0 

20,%) 
9,910 
9,Uoo 
5,5>*0 
10,280 
1,260 
U80 
290 
53,280 
60,850 
21,510 
1*,1*00 
2,060 
10,090 
5^.170 
Uo,l60 


380,090 
522,1*1*0 


133,060 
3,600 

1*3,000 

1,000 

23^50 
32,100 

6,800 
7,900 

6,650 
11,700 
900 


132,680 

!*,350 

U5.500 
1.130" 
33,370 

28,600 

8.300 
S.30Q 
5,950 
10,30c 
1,150 
550 

57,300 

63,1*00' 
9,68a 
9,100 

1,900 
9,150 
55.600 
76,500 


372;  s  6o  320,.6oo 
562,810.  512..5L0 


Watermelons  < 


615,670      61+5,330  — 

Prospective. 

12,680        1  3.120         1  3,1*00 
6,920  5,620  5,520 

186,750       191+.100  186,600 


103 
50 
88 
71 
75 

158 
69 
61* 

120 

111* 
71 


81* 
98 


106 
80 
100 


100 
83 

95 

88 
70 
112 
82 

95 

112 
111* 
78 


5/99,000    57108,900  5/105,700  107 


62,700 
6,700 
5^99,800 

103,300 
57,800 
.  118,200 
2l*,300 
6,500 


57»300 

108 

100 

262,100 
5^93,600 

33,100 

51+ ' 

52 

7i950 

37  ' 

82 

27,700 

9  ,.600 

218  . 

105 

12,600 

1,700 

83  ' 

89 

2,700 

10 ,500 

10**  : 

115 

26,900 

52,800 

97 

95 

133,000 

69,1*00 

173 

91 

67,1*00 
6,700 
5711^,500 

107,200 
60,900 
203,000 

2£,ood 

6,1*0Q 


327, 100 
5799,1*00 
17,600 

27,300 

2,600 

21*,  800 
169,000 


,6l,900 
6,200 
■^/5l*,000 

83,100 
-  -51,200 
179,300 
'31,200 
.  -  -U.500 


31*5.200 
571*7,200 

-  -r3;6oo 

2l*,000 

'  2,100 

-  .2-7*600 
165,200 


86    1,136,900    1,366,800  1,202,000 

91        —  — -  .   .  •  — 

—    1,803,900  2,286,800   


102 
98 

96 


99 
93 
51* 

80 
89 
152 
128 

69 


132 
50 
.  u9 

190 
78 
•103 
iau 


106 


97 

92 
93 
1*7 

.  78 
81* 
88 

130 
70 


106 
1*7 
77 
88 
81 

111 
98 


Late  summer:  t 

Cabbage   : 

Onions   1 

Watermelons  I 

I 

Total  summer  to  I 
date  3/:  S 

Acreage  :  311,380 

: 

TOTAL  SUMMER  3/   t 

: 

Early  fall:  : 
Oabbage  jj  l  t 

Domestic   t 

Danish   1 

t 


19,61*0 
62,610 
22,780 


725,550 


30,010 
31,590 


TOTAL  FALL  j/ :   :  262,1*20 

~  : 


Acreage  and  productiont      657, 370 


18,520 
65,090 
20,370 


316,820 
7l6,2l*0 


32,1*20 
29,550 


260,200 


17,550 
66,600 

19,620 


309,290 


30,900 
27,300 


89 

106 
86 


99 


103 
36 


95 
102 
96 


98 


95 
92 


Reported  to  date  for  1951  with  "comparisons  ^]  k/ 
680,110       535j*&>  91   «      88    2,1*32,000    -3,0O6,0OO-  2,5*1*,  300 


Acreage  ..  :  1,172,700    1,21*8,850    l,15l*,800  9  8  92   

:  Totals  for  past  seasons  U/ 


Annual  total 


1,880,910  1,929,020 


7.985.900  9.3&.000 


106 


86 


1/  Equivalent  tons  based  on  approximate  net  weight  of  unit  used  in  estimating  yield  and  production. 

2/  For  seasonal  groups  and  annual  totals,  averages  are  of  the  yearly  totals,  not  the  sum  of  the  "crop  averages. 

3/  Includes  cabbage  used  fer  sauerkraut. 

5/  Includes  asparagus  used  for  processing. 

5/  Production  for  early  spring  only. 

6/  Early  and  mid-spring  only. 

7/  Early  spring  only. 

"Sf  Early  covered  acreage  only. 
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lable  Truck  cropsi    Average  -orices  received  by  growers,  United  States, 

Anril  1^15,  195Vg  with  comparisons   ( 


Unit 


Commodity 


Container 


Weight 


April  1-15 
1950  !  1951 


Pounds 


Artichokes  Box 

Asoaragus  ,   Crate 

Beans,  lima  :  Bushel 

Beans,  snap  :  Bushel 

Beet  s  . . *  »  o  J  Bushel 

Cabbage  Ton 

Carrot  s  Bushel 

Cauliflower  ;  Crate 

Celery  . ,...:Equiv.  l/2  crate 

Cucumbers  . Bushel 

Eggplant  ,  :  Bushel 

lettuce  .:  Crate 

Onions  :  Sack 

Peas,  green  Bushel 

Peppers,  green   S  Bushel 

Spinach  :  Bushel 

Strawberries  2U  qt.  crate 

Tomatoes   Bushel 


Dollars  Dollars  Dollars  Dollars  Dollars 


2,28 

U.  70 

5.25 

3.25 

5.25 

30  : 

2.67 

5.00 

8.25 

3.55 

3.85 

"52  ! 

2,12 

3?  20 

2.60 

2,50 

2,00 

1.U3 

2.00 

2.70 

3.15 

2.35 

52  I 

•^7 

.65 

1.00 

.85 

3.70 

2,000  « 

i  16.0s 

2U.20 

83.10 

19.  80 

1+6.  ho 

50  ! 

•  83 

1.10 

i.Mo 

1.30 

1.60 

37  : 

i  .31 

1.15 

1.05 

1.25 

1.20 

65  1 

1.50 

2.00 

1.75 

1.90 

1+8  : 

.  2.19 

3*30 

8,00 

5.^0 

6.00 

33 

:  1.02 

1.80 

3*55 

2,00 

2.25 

70  i 

1.81 

2.65 

3.10 

3.20 

h.20 

50  ! 

!  o78 

.70 

1.00 

1.05 

1.25 

30  : 

1,53 

2o60 

2.30 

2.05 

2.30 

25  1 

t  1.26 

1.90 

1.65 

1.85 

.95 

13 

1.15 

.35 

.90 

.75 

36 

:  U.H6 

10.H5 

IO.U5 

12.90 

13.60 

53 

2.28 

3.25 

6.95 

6.05 

5.90 

Table  Truck  ctotds  for  commercial  processing;  Intended 


:                 Planted  acreage 

:          1951  as  a 

percentage  of- 

• 

Crop                      '  Average 

;  19H0-U9  ' 

1950  2 

Intended 
1951 

Average  : 
19H0J+9    :  1950 

Beans,  snap  ........... 

Beets  

Cabbage  for  kraut  if 

Corn,  sweet   

Cucumbers  for  pickles  .. 

Peas,  green  

.Spinach,  California  and 

Texas  only  2/  , . ,  

Tomatoes   


Acres 

12li,0Uo 
17,030 
9,310 
^98,210 
12^,970 
UU6,lUo 

li+,660 
519,200 


Acres 

119,720 
19,300 
10,520 
359,330 
123,370 
^36v320 

1^,310 
372,820 


Acres 

133,180 
19 , 700 
9,930 
U86,220 
162,890 
l+g6t2Uo 

1^,650 

1+90,200 


Percent 


Percent 


107 

111 

115 

99 

102 

95 

98 

135 

130 

132 

109 

111 

100 

102 

132 

103 

12U 

Total  3/  :l,75^,HO    l5U56t690  1,803,060 

1/  "Contract  acreage"  only,     "Open  market"  acreage  is  in  addition  to  this  and 
usually  amounts  to  about  half  the  total  acreage  of  cabbage  for  kraut,    2/  Spinach 
for  processing  is  grown  in  U  other  States  (Maryland,  Virginia,  Arkansas,  and  / 
Oklahoma)  and  the  acreage  in  California  and  Texas  is  about  half  the  total  acreage,  v 
2/     Including  only  parts  of  the  acreage  for  kraut  cabbage  and  for  spinach,  as 
indicated  in  footnotes  1  and  2,     In  addition  to  these  8  crops,  the  acreage 'of 
asparagus,  lima  beans  and  pinlentos  for  processing  is  still  tb  'be  reported. 


_ 


Tat>le   Tv-  .  Truck  crops,  potatoes  and  svreetpotatoes:     Carlot  (rail  and  boat) 
shipments  from  originating  points  in  the  United  States, 
for  indicated  periods  in  1950  and  1951  l/ 


1950-51  ^season 


Ccmino  dity 


Month 


Week 
ended 


Month 


Week 
ended 


:  March  ;April  1  §t December 'January  : February;  March    !April  lU 


Cars 


Cars 


Car: 


Car: 


Cars 


Cars 


Asparagus  

Beans,  snap  and  lima  » J 

Blj  C  ^  O      Oftftr   •  •  »  •   ;   c    L    •   r.   »  •  z  - 

Broccoli  o  .  =  o ..  2 

Cabbage  e » •  *«»•■<>•! 
Carrot s  o.^t.«.3Aw»»o»o 
Caulif lover 

Celery  ,  , « .  1 

Corn,  green  2 

Cucumbers  ...... ° 

Eggplant  9 . <  

Escarole  „ , . : 

Greens,  except  spinach: 
Lettuce  and  romaihe  „.: 
Mixed  vegetables  o..*«: 
Onions  ».»  • .  •  » <» « 
Peas,  green  . . . 
Peppers,  green  0 . . . , ,  3  s 

Spinach  . .  c  

1  ^  ~>  ma  toes  ••■•••••••oso* 

^rnips  and  rutabagas  5 


. . » •  • 

«  •  c  •  • 


•   e  •  0. o 


720 

1  /"*\  /~\ 

100 

bb2 

100 

140 

151 

285 

"7~7  O 

372 

10b 

22 

25 

22 

15  . 

10 

3d 

93 

170 

131 

to)  1 
32  M- 

2  j  4-10 

^  p>  /*v 

bOO 

19  395 

1jD25 

7  "7  0? 

ffo 

O-  TCfO 

•d,  38d 

2,  bOl 

732 

"1      C?T  C 

1.9  SIS  . 

O    AC  (2 

2t058 

1,993 

df  bbM- 

128 

linn 

9-99 

yby 

3,157 

o31 

O     TH  <? 

2,713 

2,7b3 

0  111 t i 

lUo 

13 

211 

52 

27 

5 

1 

163 

28 

3 
51 

97 

1U0  ' 

133 

169 

27 

2hg 

195 

210 

M35 

1,315 

6,505 

6  9  801 

"5,875" 

6,193 

3s96l 

572 

2,905 

3,1+82 

2,726 

3,137 

2,273 

796 

l9S59 

24679 

2.222 

1,566 

12k 

77 

29 

..  7 

•72' 

2I+5 

59 

110  . 

3 

■  15 

255 

395 

39 

269 

760 

25? 

275 

1,209 

333 

865  . 

uoU 

3HU/  ■ 

' '  893 

12 

•3 

100 

6H 

.36 

potatoes!  ? 

Early  , ...  ,  19603 

Intermediate  «.  

Late,  surplus  ;  25,1+36 

'Late,  other  ».«<>.  .»•<>•  209 


693 


28 

8 

13.U02 

26U 


523 


289 
k 

18,119  16,1+61  '  21,553 
1+00  181 


9U3 

553 
2I+9 


Total   27s2l+8 

c 

Sweetpotatoes  !  50^ 


5,586     13C702.    18,312     I7:i6'5  22,71+5 
95         689         ^02         21+6  372 


Cars 

289 
78 
1 

;  39 
932 

'  S51 

155 
667 

1  3^ 

3^ 

.  32 

is69i 
■  631 
r  221 
62 

113 
1+0 
172 

3 


Total  of  above  . .  i  26,365       6,008      19,6^3      219U25      18,0,32      22,U76  _  6,192 


288 

^,26U 

32 

^,590 
1+1+ 


Grand  total  ....J  5^117      11.689      3^,0^'     ^9639      35,HU3      1+5,593  10,826 


1/  Does  not  include  shipments  by  motortruck.  Includes  Government  purchases, 
|f  Jnpiled  from  reports  of  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration, 


-  2Q  ~ 


Table  S0—    Truck  crops?    Unweighted  average  wholesale  price  at  New  York  and  Chicago 
for  stock  of  generally  good  quality  and  condition  (Us  S„  Ko,  1  when  quoted), 
i   indicated  -periods,  1950  and  1951  ( 


Market  and  commodity 


New  Yo rk 
Asparagus 


select  and 


Unit 


i  1950 

Month 


1950~5i  season 


;  Week 
: ended 


Month 


1  March  ?Aprd5» 


Dec.  ° - Jans 


Feb, 


Marc 


i  T,.Teek 
1  ended 


D0l: 


extra  fancy s  Calif,  r ^Pyramid  crates  11,65 

Beans,  lima,  Florida            Bushel      :  l+,88 

Beans,  snap,,  green, Fla.-:        Bushel      i  2.85 

Beets,  "bunched,  Texas  ;l/2  L,A„  crate;  2.20 

Beetsv  toppedg  Texas  ,  I  50-lbu  sack  :  2.03 

Beets9  topped,  eastern:        Bushel      1  089 

Broccoli,  western              Pony  crate  l  ■  6.3I+ 

Broccoli,  Texas  ,.«,..«,!    Pony  crate  s  i+n§1+ 

Cabbage,  domestic:Fla, SI-3/I+  bu.  box;  lc65 

Cabbage.  domestic.Tex, 3    2/3  crate    ;  le83 

Cabbage,  Danish.  17, Y,   :  50-lba  sack  ;  I.63 
Carrots,  bunched, 
western  , 


Carrots,  topped,  Tex, 
Carrots,  topped, 

eastern  »...••..«..., 
Cauliflower,  western  , 
Celery,  Colden  Heart, 

Florida  a  

Celery,  Golden  Heart, 

California  ......... 

C.elery,  Pascal s  Fla. 
Celery,  Pascal, Calif . 
Cucumbers,  Florida 
Cucumbers,  Cuba 
Eggplant,  Florida  . . . 
Kale,  Virginia  „  


Lettuce,  Iceberg, 

western  .•••».».,...• 
Lettuce,  Big  Boston, 

Florida  B  

.Onions,  Sw0  Spanish  2j 
Onions,  yellow^  NnY,  „ 
Peas-  green,  Calif,  ,„ 
Pepners,  green, Florida 
Spinach,  Savoy  type, 

.  Texas  .  ...o  ?...-» 

Tomatoes,  Florida  6/  e 
Tomatoes,  Florida  "b/  0 


L.  A.  crate 
50~lbo  sack 

Bushel 
Pony  crate 


l+,68 
lo97 


.-07' 
.85 


l6-inch  crate:  2,73 


1/2  crate 
l6-inch  crate; 
Nailed  crate  S 

Bushel 

Bushel 

Bushel 

Bushel 

Le  A,  crate 

E.  crate 
50-lbo  sack 
5(KLb.  sack 
Bushel 
Bushel 


I  Bushel 
t:Lug  6x6  &  lgr 
I     Lug  6X7 


2,36 

3*75 
5^67 
5.17 

3c 05 
,66 


2,21 

2,33 
1-17 
3/M6 

3ol6 


Del >      Del , 


Dol< 


Dol.. 


Dols 


2o72 

3-9^ 
11,1+1+ 


?72 
5c  55 

3',  06 
I0I8 
3o68 


7,07 

5o30 
8,68 

U067 
-97 


■  l+,78 

•  5>77 
13=  8U 
.i0o6U 
1+.89 

■  1-Q1+ 


l+oOl 

5.56 

8,31 
6060 

1028 


2c  91 

16,90 
10  0 1+2 

5»^5 
0S7 


l+=05 
1,86 
1.12 


2.lh 
2.07 

103 


1.83 

2~23 
2C12 


5*75  3/5- 20  3/^03 
295S  J1/60OO    11,89  7oS3 


i'?99 
2,31+ 
1,76 
1+065 
3.32 


Dolo 


5-32 

18,22 

7.9^ 

3^67 

6aU3 

£  on 

Dr 

DoO  ( . 

3«  50 

1+065 

6.57 

5.^0 

1+.1+7 

3^5 

3.90 

2?U0 

3*87 

3,61+. 

3c96 

1+.I+9 

1.85 

c.*  o_L 

c75 

,91 

1,25 

lo78  ■ 

1,70 

l.DO 

6.55 

8,28 

8o95- 

8eo6 

6o-75 

6.1+0 

7^39 

ic6o  1/2,16 

3-9-9 

'  6.37 

3?  58 

2,1+8 

K% 

6.1+3 

1,00 

1,80  . 

KGh  ' 

2.88 

Ue92 

5>77 

•5o99 

7.99 

5-50 

1+.3S 

2.12 

2,1+7 

29  50 

2,1+5 

-93 

1.16 

1.1+8' 

1,1+9 

1.52 

3,1+6 

3,22 

2,99 

3*19 

3cQi+ 

2.85 

3c  70 

5,32 

5»36 

i+.oi 

3«Uo 

3^5 

SJ 

2?72 
8«00 

.92 


^83   .  5o05.  .  5»62     5,28  8.30 


2r75 

3,10 
io97 
3-,  88 
2„32 


2.82  ^/l.iU  5/2,32-  3o0i+  3,73 
2c96  i+o95  6,18  6568  60  33 
2.71     1+^32     5o03     6,1+1  6,20 


2oi+65/lc03 
l+„98  5=1+2 
1+.18  I+.16 


~  Continued 


C 


Table  8,-    Truck  crops:    Unweighted  average  wholesale  pric 
for  stock  of  generally  good  quality  and  condition  (U. 
 indicated  periods,  1950  and  1951 


0 


e  at  Hew  York  and  Chicago 
S,  No,  1  when  quoted) , 

*  Cont  inued 


Market  and  commodity 


Chicago 
Asparagus,  select  and 

extra  fancy,  Calif »  , 
Beans,  snap,  green, 

Florida  ,c  

Beets,  bunched,  Texas 
Broccoli,  western  .... 

Broccoli,  Texas  „  

Cabbage,  domest ic,Fla, 
Cabbage,  domestic, 

•California  ,  

Cabbage,  Danish,  Wis. 
Garrots,  bunched, 

western  *  •  •  a » •  •  *  . « » •  • 
Carrot Sj  bunched,  Tex. 
Carrots,  topped,  111, 
Caul if lower,  western  „ 
Celery,  Golden  Heart, 

Florida  . ... . 

Celery,  G-clden  Heart, 

California 
n"lery,  Pascal,  Fla 
iery,  Pascal,  Cal 
Cucumbers,  Florida 
Eggplant,  Florida  . 
Lettuce,  Iceberg, 

~ western  

Lettuce,  leaf , hothouse 
Onions,  Sw0 Spanish  2J 
Onions,  yellow, 


*   «    v    0   i    •   •  * 


mi dwe stern   . . . 

Peas,  green,  Mexico 
Peppers,  green,  Fla.  . 
Spinach,  flat  type, Tex 
Tomatoes,  Florida  .... 
Tomatoes,  Florida  . .  „ . 
Tomatoes,  repacked  ... 


50-1 b,  sack 
Bushel 
Bushel 
3ushel 
Lug  6X6  &  lgr 

Lug  6X7 
10-lb,  carton 


1250 


1950~5I  season 


Month  : 

Week  i 

Month 

• 
• 

Week 

• 
• 

ended  I 

Dec . '  | 

Jan.  | 

Feb.  j 

Mar*  \ 

ended 

March  : Apr* 15: 

AprJ.i+ 

Lola 

DOI  n 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

:Py  rami  d  crate; 

il«  63 

15-42 

9.  35 

:  Bushel  : 
sl/2  L.Aocrate: 
:  Pony  crate  i 
:  Pony  crate  : 
21-3/U  buocrto! 

3.3S 
2.  Ok 

5/46 
1.86 

4?52 

2,55 

5.58 

li  TO 

7.12 
3.10 

6.08 

o.u  ( 
3.07 
7.10 
6.21 

3.23 
6.82 

5.86 
6,58 

k9i6 
3.86 

6,88 
3,73 

3».'65 

5.95 
2,Hk 

1  L.  A,  crate  i 
:  50-1° •  sack  J 

u/3.07 

7  A.  3k 
1.15 

6M 

10.52 

k  q  <? 

7o00 

7 — 

:  L.  A»  crate  1 
!  L«  JL<  crate  : 
i  50-1 b,  sack  J 
1    Pony  crate  ! 

H,i2 
3»62 

myt- 

2,60 

3»so 

t  nn 

J.  oUU 

2„82 

4o52 

1.12 

3.14 

4.95 
4,51 
1.08 
3.20 

6.59 
5,83 
'  1.2)+ 
2.7^ 

k.i+s 
3*78 
1.16 
2,88 

^,78 
k.k2 
1.65 
2,52 

*l6— inch  crate; 

3-OU 

3.42 

5.51 

U,k6 

3.49 

3.^8 

8  l/2  crate  ! 
: l6-inch  crate! 
Sl6-inch  crate! 

Bushel  { 
;  Bushel 

2.6U 

3o32 
5»9k 

3e06 

2.82 

4,29 

10,30 
2.  a 

6.88 

4.92 
9.58 
4.65 

h.82      Ua26  3,01 
5,hg     li06i+  i+.J+S 
14.03  8/93828/l200^ 
5.35-    6.90  6.69 

.3.40 

4.69 

8.80 

k.66 

: 

i  Lo  A.  crate 
; 10-lb.  basket 
;  50"! be  sack  . 

4.U5 

!  1.50 

!  2>0H 

5.12 

1.59 
2,25 

4o33 

1.29 
1.54 

4.52- 
1.26 

1,69 

H-A5 
1.33 
•  2.06 

k.8i 
1.76 
2.06 

6.95 
3.15 

3.18 

4,92  9/3 
U.02  * 
2,30 
3.42 
3.01 
1.51 


.72 

H8- 
IS 
81 


1.10 

8.93 
2,10 


71  V5.65 

W5.( 


5.00  4/5.05 
2,16  •  2,57 


1.15 

U„65- 

12,85 

2.33 
9.60 
S.7'6 
3.32 


1.72 
3,85 
S618 

2.67 
7.70 
6,71 


1,36  1.7^' 
4,53l/3»68 
3.93  2,62 


1.79 

6.26 
5.21 
2.60 


1.80 
6.38 

5,13 
2.U2 


5/ 


11 


Horth  Carolina. 
Western,  ^inch  minimum, 
Mexico. 

Texas.  .  - 

Virginia, 
Wl    Auction  sales. 
Ari.zona# 
Cuba, 

Cal  if  ornia* 


Compiled  from  records  of  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration,, 


......„.......;,  ... 

Table    9„-    Potatoes,  commercial  early?.    Acreage;  yield  vev  acre,  and  pro  duct icn, 

^   ■  average  I9U0-U9,  annual  1950  and  Indicated  1951  l/  fi\ 

5  •■  Acreage         :       l      Yield  per  acre   i  '       i  Production  V'i 

Seasonal  8A             »"             :     Indi-  «A  ■         S  ;          5 :  Indi-  *A,r0~Q~0!             °  Indi- 
8-4                    «    W50:        -ted  4;^?,  1950    heated                  1950  seated 
;x"4g  4j  :  *    1951.  -g  1     Si  ;  1951    f  _  _i  g  1951 

I        •  t~  . ."   r  " "r:ooo  '  T,aoo  1,000 


0 

Acres 

Acres  Acres 

Bu, 

- 

"bushels 

"bushels 

"bushels 

• 

Winter  *  , ,  * 

11.9  3^0 

11,000.  8,900 

152 

■     229  . 

.  -212; 

1,693 

2,522 

1,886 

Early  3 

. 

3,637 

spring  p ,  S 

26587O 

•    20,800  r  17s200 

128 

;  166. 

211,' 

Late         \  I 

17^  610 

■  spring  t , 3 

i5336oo  'iii,i+ob 

'  202 

!  286" 

.3^957' 

'  H93Q^ 

Summer  - . , S 

123J60 

92 s  10.0.  2/76,300 

181 

)  257 

.22,218 

23.675 

■  ■'  • 

Total  a; 

336,580 

277 9 500  213,800 

1§7 

'.  265 

62,253 

73r586 

T]  This  acreage  and  production  'is  later  included  in  the  report s  of  total  potatoes* 
2/  Intendedo 


Table  10.-    Sweetpotatoes:    Unweighted  average,-  wholesale  price  per  bushel  for.  stock 

pf  generally  gpod  quality  and  condition  (U.  S,  Noe-l  when  quoted)  4  a^;  ■ 
 Hew  York  and  Chicago ,   indicated  periods ,  1950  a^d  1951  '  


1950       ,    :  •        ■         '  1950-51  season 


Market 5  variety.           :  Month  1  ^ee^   Month  .  __l  Week. 

and  source                             -  :  ended    I  ■       ■    !-    T       4  "  _  .     I          ,    ;  ended 

 —  .        i-c  Dec«        Jan^      '  Febc-  •  •  March  _  J 

■-■.roil  l^r  •> 


'        ■    -.  -       "  •  ..  :          ..'Dollars  Dollars  Dollars  Dollars-  Dollars  Dollars  Dollars 

Hew  York     '          '     .'-.        :.:  .  - 

Golden,,  New'  Jersey  ,„„... 2:.8,6  '2,90  :  1,99  lo89  ..  !  l<,j6  .'  1.-75 

Jersey  type.  New  Jersey      ,.:  2,gU  2*90  1*92  1,89-        l08l  l.oj 

Piorto  Pican,  Louisiana  — -  - —  3,6U  ...3, 55.       .- —  — -   

Porto  Ri can,  IT. C*  and,  S.C.    .:  3.^8'  3..50  ,  3*00  [  •  3.01;  "  *  3V3I  3,28  3^0 

General,  average  .     .  3r0>  .3,15  ;  2>6l  2*59        2„5V      2,^6  2*hg 

Chicago                                     :  .  •■  . 

Jersey  .type.  Ll'l.   ►    —  ,  2,55  ^    ,2.67-,        ---        .  ?  ..   

'  Nancy  Hail,  Illinois  ... . :  5.0,0'      3.12  •  1*95'      2.10  *     .2722   '  "2,36 

Porto  Pi  can,  Illinois  3*0.9  ---  2  ...65  2S22"'     .           \.   "   

Porto  Rican,  Louisiana   3,2,3  3^Uk  .  3^25  3,08     '  3.W  3,22  ,%H2 

General  average  .........  s.-„^:  ■.    3,2,0  3,27  j,.  ,2,g»  2a7l       '*2o90  .-2,9*8  3*39 


Compiled  from  records  of  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration, 

Table     ll*,-    Average  prices  received  by  farmers  for  selected  field  crops s 
 United  States,  April  15,  1951 8  with  comparisons.  ■  ■ 

Crop  and  unit            Lug.  1909 ^I'^TlsJ^l  !  Feb»15,   \  Mar ,15,  ^15, 

 .-July  i9lU?-Dec,  ijgj  ^       j    ^       j  ^ 

!     Dollars        Dollars  Dollars      Dollars      Dollars . Dollars 

Potatoes,  per  bushel                     ,697       ~      «717  1,32           1,03    '    Hof  1*12 

Sweetpotatoes,  per  bu,  D#J           ,878            c807  2„28           2^05         2*Q7"  2o0\, 

Beans,  dry,  edible.  cwt0   5          3,37             3,52  6„83           7.8U      '  8,l6  8,18 

Poas,  dry,  field,  cwt,     .  :                         l/l*U0  7.02           h,97  5.*22  k„&3 


±J     Two-year  average,  January  1938  to  December  1939. 


U.  S,  Department  of  Agriculture  Penalty  for  private  use  to  avoid 
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